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ABSTRACT

The rise and decline of Buddhism are both significant events in Indian history. Buddhism, which emerged in the sixth
century BCE, profoundly influenced Indian society, culture, philosophy, and politics; however, its influence in India
waned by the twelfth—thirteenth centuries. Historians differ on the causes of Buddhism's decline. Some scholars
attribute it to external causes such as the decline of royal patronage, the resurgence of Brahmanical religion, and the
Hun and Turkic invasions, while other historians regard the internal divisions within the Buddhist Sangha as an equally
important factor.

This research paper presents a historical and critical study of the Paficavastu and Dasavastu controversies. The
Paficavastu controversy, which concerned ideological differences between the Mahasanghika and Sthaviravadin
traditions, and the Dasavastu controversy, which arose over the observance of Vinaya rules at Vaisali, became the
principal causes of division within the Buddhist Sangha. This study analyzes primary sources such as the Vinaya
Pitaka, the Dipavamsa, the Mahavamsa, and the Samantapasadika, together with the views of modern historians —
A. L. Basham, Etienne Lamotte, Richard Gombrich, and Romila Thapar.

The study makes clear that the Paficavastu and Dasavastu controversies were not the sole, direct cause of the decline
of Buddhism; rather, they weakened the unity of the Sangha and gave rise to internal fragmentation. As a result, when
royal patronage ceased and external invasions occurred, Buddhist institutions were in a comparatively weaker position.

These controversies may therefore be regarded as an important contributory and partial cause of the decline of
Buddhism.
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